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Abstract:

The WDR 2012: Gender Equality and Developmant will focus on the evelution of gender equality across the
workd in the context of the development process. The report wil consider gender equality 2s a core
development goal in itself, and will argue that gender equality matiers for the pace of development
Improvements in gender equalty can generate gains in econamic efitiency and mprovements in ather
development outcomes._ And gender equality has consequences for the quality and representativensess of the
institutions a saciety develops.For key dimensions of gender equality. the report will show that although many
women around the world stil continue to struggle with gender-based disadvantages, much has changed for
the banter 2nd at 2 more rapid pace than ever before. Bt the raport wil alsa show that progress n
expanded, protected and desgened In order to understand why prograss has varied across dimen
gender quality and batween countries, the report will look at how markets interact with formal a
institutions to influence housshold decizion-making by providing ncentivas, shaping praferances,
constraints. Marksts and institutions can combine to provide strong incentiues for greater genc
can also fail to do 5o ff they treat males and females difizrentally Pobcymakers and practifoners stil face
gaps in knowledge bath in how gender equality matters for development and how best to incorparate these
links in policy design. This WDR =ims to bridge these gaps by building upon the growing bady of
mutidisciplinary theory. evidence. and data on these links while highiighting the knowledgs gaps that remain.
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Abstract:

Provides an overview of the pregress women have made in the second half of the 20th century in terms of equal
rights in education; health; and labor. Building upon the UN's Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women {CEDAW); countries have adopted itutional guarantees; and
policies aimed at ending discrimination based on sex; marital status; and pregnancy. These policies are far
advanced from the 18th century when women in Britain and the U.S. fought for voting and property rights as well
as workplace equality. Progress has been achieved in: (1) primary education as well as secondary education
while tertiary enrollment growth is globally stronger for women than men; (2) health improvements such as
longer life expectancy; mainly driven by the decline of mortality during childbirth and the decline in fertility rates;
and (3) labor market and pay equality. Change in fact begets change so improvements in one area can drive
changes in other areas, for example new work opportunities can spur investments in education and health for
girls. Benefits also are felt across generations since more maternal education leads to better outcomes for
children

Related Regions : Africa, Latin America & Caribbean, Europe and Central Asia
Related Countries : United States, Brazil, Egypt. Arab Rep, India, France
Related Topics : Health, Nutrition and Population, Gender, Education

Keywords : women's empowerment, women employees, educational equality, girls’ education,
employment epportunities, gender issues, sex discrimination, life expectancy, Convention on the
Eliminaticn of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), suffrage, equal pay, maternal
mortality, fertility rates
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The World Bank Economic Review is a professional journal that

di i research sp d by the World Bank and other
institutions. The journal is meant to inform policy analysis and
choice for international readers, including economists and social
scientists in government, business, international agencies.
universities, and development research institutions. The Review
provides the best and most current research in the field of
quantitative development policy analysis, with an emphasis on
policy relevance and the operational aspects of economics. Itis
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techniques. Articles illustrate how professional research can shed
light on policy choices, and the material comes from work
conducted by World Bank staff and consultants and by outside
researchers. Non-Bank contributors are encouraged to submit their
work; consistency with World Bank policy is not a factor in the
selection of articles. Before being accepted for publication, articles
are reviewed by three referees, one from the World Bank and two
from outside the institution. Articles must also be endorsed by
members of the editorial board before final acceptance.
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The World Bank Research Observer is intended for anyone who
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latest World Bank research, and debate issues of development
policy. Articles are reviewed by an editorial board drawn from
across the Bank and the international community of economists.
Consistency with World Bank policy is not a facter in the selection
of articles. The journal welcomes editorial comments and
responses, which will be considered for publication to the extent
that space permits. On occasion the Observer considers unsolicited
contributions
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Home = World Bank Economic Review = Listoflssues = Wolume 27, Issue 2

|World Bank Economic Review

The World Bank Economic Review is a professional journal for the dissemination of World Bank-
sponsored and other research that may inform policy analysis and choice. It is directed to an
international readership among economists and social scientists in government, business, international
agencies, universities, and development research institutions. The Review seeks to provide the most
current and best research in the field of quantitative development policy analysis, emphasizing policy
relevance and operational aspects of economics, rather than primarily theoretical and methodological
issues. It is intended for readers familiar with economic theory and analysis but not necessarily
proficient in advanced mathematical or econometric techniques. Articles illustrate how professional
research can shed light on policy choices. Consistency with World Bank policy plays no role in the
selection of articles. Articles are drawn from work conducted by World Bank staff and consultants and
by outside researchers. Non-Bank contributors are encouraged to submit their work. Before being
accepted for publication, articles are reviewed by three referees--one from the World Bank and two

from outside the institution. Articles must also be endorsed by the members of the Editorial Board
before final acceptance
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